8. SOCIALIST HARVESTS

FOOD, CLOTHING, housing, and the provision of
material things necessary to live an ample, cultivated and
civilized life are the objects of industry. Industry is a
means to an end, not an end in itself, and must be judged
by its ability to produce in the necessary quantities and of
the necessary quality the things we use and the things we
eat.

The list of such things knows no end; from the food
industry, bread, meat, fish, butter, eggs, sugar, fruit,
vegetables, wine, tinned goods, and the like. From light
industry, woollens, linens, silks, knitted articles, shoes,
and leather goods; men's wear and women's wear, furs,
soaps, tobacco, timber, and glass; toys and gramophones
and thousands of similar articles.

.
Food industry in the strict sense was non-existent in the

old Russia. The backwardness of the country, the
scarcity of large towns and proletarian centres, the low
standard of living of the urban lower middle classes, and
the self-sufficing system of economy that prevailed so largely
in rural areas, made no demand for large food enterprise.
Small scale and domestic production of food articles
sufficed. The rich had their own means of supply without
the medium of great industry.

When, however, a whole people advanced to a new order
of life, there arose a wholly new demand for mass production
of foodstuffs. This had been clearly seen and clearly
stated from the first. Stalin put it neatly when he said:
" Socialism can succeed only on the basis of a high pro-
ductivity of labour, higher than under capitalism, on the
basis of an abundance of products and of articles of con-
sumption of all kinds, on the basis of a prosperous and
cultured life for all members of society."

This demand of necessity involved a series of highly
o